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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY
HELD ON MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2021

The members of the Fall River Housing Authority met “REMOTELY” in Regular
Session on Monday, March 8, 2021 at 5:00 o’clock p.m., at 85 Morgan Street, in the City of Fall
River, Massachusetts.

The meeting was called to order by the Chairwoman, and upon roll call, those present and
absent were as follows: .

PRESENT ABSENT

Mary L. Sahady
David Underhill
Jason Burns
Roger P. Tache
Jo Ann Bentley

There being a quorum present, business was transacted as follows:

NOTICE OF MEETING

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 20 (b) and Section 20 (c) of the
Massachusetts General Laws (M.G.L.) Chapter 30A that the Regular Meeting of the members of
the Fall River Housing Authority will be held at 5:00 p.m., on Monday, March 8, 2021, at 85
Morgan Street, in the City of Fall River, Massachusetts.

FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY

W&Wm@

Secretary

Dated: March 3, 2021

CERTIFICATE AS TO SERVICE OF
NOTICE OF MEETING

I, Timothy S. Barrow, the duly appointed, qualified and acting Secretary of the Fall River
Housing Authority, do hereby certify that on March 3, 2021, I filed, in the manner provided by
Section 20(b) and Section 20(c) of the M.G.L. Chapter 30A, with the Clerk of the City of Fall
River, Massachusetts, a NOTICE OF MEETING, of which the foregoing is a true and correct

copy.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOQF, I have hcreunto set my hand and the seal of said Authority
on this 8th day of March, 2021.
zﬁf Aland g0

Secretary
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CITIZEN INPUT

Chairwoman Sahady asked if anyone in the listening audience wished to speak during the
Citizen Input time. Patrick Higgins, a resident from Cardinal Medeiros Towers, stated that he did
not receive a notice regarding the recent COVID vaccine clinic that was held at Cardinal
Medeiros Towers. He also stated that he would be filing an Open Meeting Law Violation against
the Fall River Housing Authority due to the Authority not identifying each surplus item on the
agenda that will be voted on later in the meeting, under “Surplus Items”.

RESIDENT CONCERNS .

Edward Gagnon, Executive Director of the Fall River J oint Tenants Council, Inc. advised
that we’d be receiving soup directly from Blount, and an additional building will be added for
soup delivery. As of this date deliveries are made to Cardinal Medeiros Towers, Chor-Bishop
Eid Apartments, O’Brien Apartments, Barresi Heights and Cottell Heights. Once the community
halls re-open, it will be easier to set up the distribution, as well as plan some functions for our
residents. Mr. Gagnon commented that the security guards assigned to Cardinal Medeiros
Towers (and Barresi Heights) don’t appear to be receiving enough training to work at sites with
residents who have different needs than the residents of our other sites.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

As copies of the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on February 8, 2021 were mailed to
the Commissioners, it was in order to act upon same.

Commissioner Bentley made a motion to accept the minutes as presented and
Commissioner Burns seconded the motion. It being brought to a roll call vote, the minutes were

unanimously accepted.

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Vouchers:  The Secretary presented the Febfuary, 2021vouchers as follows:

Projects Check Nos. Amounts

SECTION 8 VOUCHER 112888-113980 $1,398,869.72
205371-205460 $36,530.48

102152-102187 $27,853.00

FEDERAL FUND 114263-114335 $1,200,113.54
REVOLVING FUND 70790-70947 $500,954.74
STATE FUND 8441-8456 $94,970.54
TOTAL $3,259,292.02

Invoices to be paid: The Secretary presented the invoices to be paid as follows:

FEDERAL FUND $161,868.57
REVOLVING FUND $296,815 .91
STATE FUND $2,344.63

TOTAL $461,029.11
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A motion was made by Commissioner Underhill, seconded by Commissioner Burns,
and carried by unanimous roll call vote to pay the vouchers for the month of February, 2021.

Communications: None

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY

As part of the Management Reports, the federal application information, as of February
28,2021, is as follows:

FaAMILY...cociriesccicietet ettt st bbbt e s sae e 1809
ELAEILY.c.uiiiiieiee ettt 599
Mixed POPUlation.........ccovueererienrereniieiinesine e sie s sae e eeeenen 1010

After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Bentley, seconded by
Commissioner Burns and carried by unanimous roll call vote to accept the Management Reports
as submitted.

The next item on the agenda was the Monthly Financial Reports--Combined Total
Operations for the period ending January, 2021.

A motion was made by Commissioner Burns, seconded by Commissioner Tache,
and carried by unanimous roll call vote to accept the Monthly Financial Reports for said period.

UPDATE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mr. Barrow advised that three (3) COVID vaccine clinics have been held so far, with the
4™ and 5™ planned for Friday, March 12, 2021. Approximately 308 residents and 70 employees
have received their 1% vaccine, with a number of them getting their 2 dose on March 11% and
March 25™. Another 100 are scheduled for the end of this week and another 100 for next week.
At least 20 residents have scheduled vaccines on their own. Fifty percent (50%) of our residents
will be vaccinated by next week. Family Service Association (FSA) will be conducting outreach
at Mitchell Heights, encouraging residents who have yet to sign up for the vaccine to do so.

Within the next three (3) weeks all employees should be back at their worksites, unless
they continue to have medical issues that preclude them from working on site.

Commissioner Burns asked how our residents are being contacted regarding the vaccine
clinics. Mr. Barrow advised that everyone has been working tirelessly to notify every resident of
the availability of the clinics, flyers have been put up throughout all buildings, each resident has
received a form to complete and return to their site manager/clerk to ascertain how many are
interested in receiving the vaccine and that information is used to determine how many doses
we’ll need. Once we find out how many doses will be available, residents who returned their
completed forms are pre-registered with whichever health care partner has available vaccines.

Residents are very appreciative that the vaccines have been made available to them, mostly on-
site.

Mr. Barrow stated that he will continue to keep the Board informed.

NEW BUSINESS
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MODERNIZATION
Mr. Anderson also briefed the Board on the following Modernization items.

The first item is the Contract award for the Balcony Repairs at Raymond D. Holmes
Apartments, Mass. 6-6 and Francis J. Barresi Heights, FR-661. '

Eight (8) bids were received and opened on February 11, 2021, as follows: - |

COMPANY NAME BASE BID

East Coast Masonry & Restoration, Inc. $333,800.00
Homer Contracting, Inc. . $439,000.00
MIS Construction, Inc. $439,420.00
Contracting Specialists, Inc. $484,880.00
Folan Waterproofing & Construction Co., Inc. $540,900.00
Thompson Waterproofing $559,000.00
Chapman Waterproofing $598,300.00
P.J. Spillane Co., Inc. $821,140.00

The Project Scope of Work includes repairs to spalls and cracks of concrete balcony

surfaces and new coatings that are to be provided over the repairs to blend in with existing
coatings. ’

Following a review of the bids, it is recommended that the contract be awarded to the low
bidder, East Coast Masonry & Restoration, Inc., in the amount of $333,800.00.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Tache, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 22

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That permission to award the contract for Balcony Repairs at

Raymond D. Holmes Apartments, Mass. 6-6 and Francis J. Barresi
Heights, FR-661, to the low bidder, East Coast Masonry & Restoration,
in the amount of $333,800.00, is approved.

Commissioner Tache moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and

read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Underhill, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:
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AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Tache None
Commissioner Underhill
Commissioner Burns
Commissioner Bentley
Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

The next item is the Certificate of Completion-Consolidated for the New Video Security
Upgrades at Edward F. Doolan Apartments, Fall River 662, under the Capital Fund Program
(CFP) Year 2022 Activities.

The General Contractor, Systems Contracting, Inc., has completed all work items and
approval is recommended.

The final contract amount was $164,051.18.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Tache, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 23

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That the Certificate of Completion-Consolidated, Contractor’s
Certificate and Release, Consent to Surety Company for Final
Payment and Application and Certificate of Payment (final) for
Systems Contracting, Inc., be approved; and designating and
authorizing the Chairwoman to execute said Certificate of
Completion-Consolidated.

Commissioner Tache moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and

read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Bentley, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:

AYES , NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Tache None
Commissioner Bentley
Commissioner Burns
Commissioner Underhill
Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

The next item is Change Order No. 1 for the Elevator Improvement Project at Cardinal
Medeiros Towers, Mass. 6-8, under CFP Year 2022 Activities.

Change Order No. 1 is an increase of $134,450.00 for six (6) items, as follows: 1
+$14,648.00 for corroded elevator pit components; 2) +$83,060.00* for elevator hoist-way
envelope waterproofing & caulking; 3) +$4,585.00* for elevator hoist-way flashing inspection &
repair; 4) +$1.00 for elevator pit foundation waterproofing (work based on T&M); 5)
+$14,404.00 for relocation of heat pumps in mechanical room and 6) +$17,752.00 for installation
of hoist-way ledge metal covers—totaling $134,450.00.
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Change Order No. 1 also includes a 42 calendar day time extension to complete work.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Bentley, read in full and
considered: :

RESOLUTION NO. 24

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That Change Order No. 1, increasing the contract amount by
$134,450.00 for six (6) items, as follows: 1) +$14,648.00 for

corroded elevator pit components; 2) +$83,060.00* for elevator
hoist-way envelope waterproofing & caulking; 3) +$4,585.00* for
elevator hoist-way flashing inspection & repair; 4) +$1.00 for elevator
pit foundation waterproofing (work based on T&M); 5) +$14,404.00 for
relocation of heat pumps in mechanical room and 6) +$17,752.00 for
installation of hoist-way ledge metal covers, including an extension of
42 calendar days to complete work, is approved.

Commissioner Bentley moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and
read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Burns, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows: ~

AYES ABSTAIN ABSENT
Commissioner Bentley Commissioner Underhill

Commissioner Burns

Commissioner Tache

Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

The last item is the Contract Award for Basement Upgrades at Maple Gardens, Fall River
200-2 (DHCD Project #095167).

Five (5) bids were received and opened on February 18, 2021, as follows:

COMPANY NAME BASE BID

DDC Construction, Inc. $1,007,600.00
Henry General Contractors : $1,083,511.00
Coletta Contracting Co., Inc. $1,087,300.00
Aegean Builders $1,139,000.00
J. J. Cardosi, Inc. $1,179,000.00

The Project Scope of Work includes removal of existing wooden partitions and doors;
removal and infilling of windows; repairs to concrete foundation cracks and spalls; repairs to
plaster walls; upgrade existing lighting; new smoke/heat and carbon monoxide detection;
replacement of doors; removal of abandoned electrical wiring and fixtures; removal of
abandoned plumbing and regrading at foundation perimeters.
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Following a review of the bids, it is recommended that the contract be awarded to the low
bidder, DDC Construction, Inc., in the amount of $1,007,600.00

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Burns, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 25

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That permission to award a contract for Basement Upgrades
at Maple Gardens, Fall River 200-2 (DHCD Project #095167)
to the low bidder, DDC Construction, Inc., in the amount of
$1,007,600.00, is approved.

Commissioner Burns moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and
read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Underhill, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:

AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Burns None
Commissioner Underhill
Commissioner Tache
Commissioner Bentley
Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

MISCELLANEQUS

The first item is the Residential Emergency Security Guard Services (COVID 19).
Timothy McCoy, Procurement Officer, advised that four (4) companies responded to the recent

solicitation for security guard services. The bids were opened and reviewed on March 2,2021,
as follows:

COMPANY NAME PRICE PER HOUR
Metro Security Co., LLC $21.50 per hour
TAG Security $22.00 per hour
Best Security $22.64 per hour
Security RI $23.50 per hour

Mr. McCoy advised that he and Edward Majewski, Director of Facilities Management,
opened and reviewed the bids, and Metro offered the lowest rate of $21.50 per hour (regular).

Additionally, Metro Security is not identified on the debarment list compiled by the
Attorney General, MASS DOT or the Department of Capital Asset Management (DCAM).

Based on their lowest responsive and responsible price quote & competitive pricing, due

diligence and positive references, it is recommended that a 107 day contract be awarded to Metro
Security Co., LLC, commencing on Monday, March 15, 2021, at the rate of $21.50 per hour.
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The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Tache, read in full and
considered: ~

RESOLUTION NO. 26

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That permission to award a 107 day contract for Residential
Emergency Security Guard Services (COVID 19) to the low
bidder, Metro Security Co., LLC, commencing on March 15,
2021, in an amount of $21.50 per hour (regular), is approved.

Commissioner Tache moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and
read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Burns, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:

AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Tache None
Commissioner Burns
Commissioner Underhill
Commissioner Bentley
Chairwoman Aguiar

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

The next item is Permission to Advertise for the purchase of two (2) All-Wheel Drive
Cargo Vans. Edward Majewski, Director of Facilities Management, advised that the two (2)
vans are needed in the Facilities Department. One of the vans will be used by our
Warehouseman to deliver supplies and appliances. The current delivery van is a 2005 model that
suffers from significant wear and tear and has become increasingly difficult to attain passing
grades at the yearly state inspections. The second van would be to support the 274 shift staff.
Currently, they utilize an enormous diesel-fueled truck that has numerous problems, and over this
past year the FRHA had to spend over $12,000.00 in repairs. In addition, the truck is too big for
the needs of our staff, and the van would be a perfect size to transport supplies used during the
27 shift. The FRHA is planning to sell the truck, and profits from the sale will be used toward

the purchase of one of the vans. The approximate cost of each van will be $45,855.00 and
approval is recommended.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Tache, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 27

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That permission advertise for two (2) All-Wheel Drive Cargo
Vans, at an approximate cost of $45,855.00 each, is approved.

Commissioner Tache moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and

read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Underhill, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:
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Commissioner Tache None
Commissioner Underhill
Commissioner Burns
Commissioner Bentley
Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

The next item is permission to declare items as Surplus. Mr. Majewski is seeking
permission to deem the following list of assets as surplus, as they are no longer useful to the
FRHA, in accordance with MGL Chapter 30B.

1. 2004 New Holland L.S150 load skid steer (with 1339.0 hours);
la. Load bucket skid steer (attachment)

1b. Quick change fork lift skid steer (attachment)

lc. New Holland model #HBC62MNH) sweeper (attachment)
1d. BRANCO back hoe (attachment)

le. New Holland snow blower (attachment)

2. 20 ft. dual axle trailer ,

3. 2016 white Ford F250 pick-up truck (diesel)

4. 2005 EXP van |

Mr. Majewski advised that whatever items can be sold for profit will be, and the items
that are of no value will be sold for scrap.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Burns, read in full and

considered:

Commissioner Burns moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and

RESOLUTION NO. 28

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That permission to declare the above-listed items as Surplus,
in accordance with MGL Chapter 30B, is approved.

32

read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Underhill, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:

AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Burns None
Commissioner Underhilll
Commissioner Tache
Commissioner Bentley
Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

The next item is permission to purchase one (1) John Deer Sub-Compact Snow Removal
Tractor. It is requested that the purchase be made from United Ag & Turf, in the amount of

$25,717.60.
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The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Tache, Aread in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 29

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That permission to purchase one (1) John Deer Sub-Compact
Snow Removal Tractor from United Ag & Turf, in the amount of
- $25,717.60, is approved.

Commissioner Tache moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and
read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Bentley, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows: '

AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Tache None
Commissioner Bentley
Commissioner Burns
Commissioner Underhill
Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

PERSONNEL

The first item is the resignation of Melissa Melo, Director of Finance, effective on March
19, 2021. Ms. Melo was not present at the Board meeting, but Mr. Barrow stated that the FRHA

is very sad that Ms. Melo is leaving to pursue other employment, and everyone wishes her much
success in her future endeavors.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Bentley, read in full and
considered

RESOLUTION NO. 30

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That the resignation of Melissa Melo, Director of Finance,
effective on March 19, 2021, is approved.

Commissioner Bentley moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and
read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Burns, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows: ‘

AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Bentley None
Commissioner Burns
Commissioner Tache
Commissioner Underhill
Chairwoman Sahady
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The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

Mr. Barrow advised that due to the resignation of Ms. Melo, the Authority will.need to
advertise as soon as possible. It is requested that the Board ratify permission to advertise.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Burns, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 31

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That permission to advertise for a Director of Finance position
is approved.

Commissioner Burns moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and
read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Underhill, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:

AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Burns None
Commissioner Underhill
Commissioner Bentley
Commissioner Tache

Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

Mr. Barrow advised that while the Authority conducts its search for a new Director of

Finance, he would like the Board to ratify the temporary appointment of Maria (Nella) Souza as
Acting Director of Finance, effective on March 22, 2021.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Burns, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 32

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That the temporary appointment of Maria (Nella) Souza as
Acting Director of Finance, effective on March 22, 2021,
is approved.

Commissioner Burns moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and

read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Tache, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:
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AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Burns None

Commissioner Tache

Commissioner Bentley

Commissioner Underhill

Chairwoman Sahady ~

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

Regarding the two (2) “Temporary” Property Manager positions, six (6) employees
responded to the in-house posting. Of those six (6), four (4) were interviewed by Kevin
Sbardella, Deputy Executive Director; Debra Morrissette, Associate Director of Property
Management and Timothy Burke, Director of Human Resources. Following each interview, the
candidates were given a forty (40) question written test.

Following the interviews and scoring of the written tests, it was determined that Sarah
Souza and Laurie Lapointe scored the highest in both areas, and the Screening Committee
unanimously recommendéd Ms. Souza and Ms. Lapointe for appointment to the two (2)
positions.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Bentley, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 33

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That the ﬁppointments of Sarah Souza and Laurie Lapointe to
the positions of “Temporary” Property Manager, effective on March 15,

2021, at a weekly salary of $982.59, consisting of a thirty-five (35)
hour work week, is approved.

Commissioner Bentley moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and

read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Tache, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:

AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Bentley None
Commissioner Tache
Commissioner Burns
Commissioner Underhill
Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

Regarding the recent in-house posting for the Warehouse Maintenance Custodian
position, two employees responded and were interviewed on February 18, 2021 by Timothy
MgCoy, Procurement Officer and Edward Majewski, Director of Facilities Management.

It was determined that both candidates had prior experience working within warehouse
settings and knowledge of the importance of inventory documentation. Both applicants also
possess valid driver’s licenses and own transportation, which was a significant factor in
determining the fitness of the candidates.
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Regarding reliability, during 2020, one of the candidates did not take any _Of his accrued
leave, while the other had taken all of his leave. Good attendance is another significant factor
used to determine which candidate would be the best fit for this position.

Following the interviews, the Screening Committee unanimously determi.ned that
Brendan Dyson was the best candidate, and it is recommended that the Board ratify the
appointment of Mr. Dyson, effective on February 22, 2021.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Underhill, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 34

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That the appointment of Brendan Dyson to the position of Warehouse
Maintenance Custodian, effective on February 22, 2021, consisting

of a forty (40) hour work week, Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m.

to 4:00 p.m., with a thirty (30) minute lunch period, at a rate of $21.01

per hour, contingent upon the successful completion of a twelve (12) month
probationary period, and favorable evaluation, is approved.

Commissioner Underhill moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced
and read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Burns, and upon roll call, the “Ayes”
and “Nays” were as follows:

AYES NAYS ABSENT
Commissioner Underhill None

Commissioner Burns

Commissioner Tache

Commissioner Bentley

Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

Regarding the recent in-house posting for the Inventory Asset Data Entry Clerk position,
only one (1) employee responded. Thomas Timms was interviewed by Timothy McCoy,
Procurement Officer, Timothy Burke, Director of Human Resources and Gina Cates,
Procurement Specialist. Mr. Timms was asked a series of questions and was given an in-depth
explanation of what is expected in this position, and he answered all of the questions competently
and received a favorable recommendation from his current supervisor. The Screening
Committee unanimously recommended Mr. Timms for this position.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Underhill, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 35

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That the appointment of Thomas Timms to the position of Inventory
Asset Data Entry Clerk position, effective on a date to be determined,
is approved.

Regular Meeting of 3/8/21



37

Commissioner Underhill moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced
and read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Bentley, and upon roll call, the “Ayes”
and “Nays” were as follows:

AYES NAYS ABSENT
Commissioner Underhill None
Commissioner Bentley

Commissioner Tache
Commissioner Burns
Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

Due to the above appointment of Thomas Timms, there is a vacant Clerk Interviewer
position in the Section 8 Department. It is recommended that the Board ratify the in-house
posting of this position.

The following resolution was introduced by Commissioner Burns, read in full and
considered:

RESOLUTION NO. 36

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE
FALL RIVER HOUSING AUTHORITY:

That the in-house posting for a Clerk Interviewer position for the
Section 8 Department is approved.

Commissioner Burns moved that the foregoing resolution be adopted as introduced and
read, which motion was seconded by Commissioner Underhill, and upon roll call, the “Ayes” and
“Nays” were as follows:

AYES NAYS ABSENT

Commissioner Burns None
Commissioner Underhill
Commissioner Bentley
Commissioner Tache

Chairwoman Sahady

The Chairwoman thereupon declared said motion carried and said resolution adopted.

At this time, Commissioner Underhill asked if he could read aloud for the record the
names of people who have been working very hard scheduling and conducting the Covid-19
Vaccine Clinics for our residents and staff who qualify thus far, as follows:

Kevin Sbardella
Joseph DaSilva
Debra Morrissette
Melissa Souza
Rita Lebeau
Luann Calvo
Sierra Nykiel
Betsy Guzman
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Alisha Simpkins

Martha Gallagher

Bobby Bailey

Nellie Costa

Rebecca Pereira

Jack Machado

Ed Majewski

Kevin Rodrigues

Freddy Perez

Terry Griffin

Ed Gagnon

Fall River Police Officers—Sergeant Cabral, P. Cummings, P. DaLuz, T DeMello
Fall River EMT(s) '

On behalf of the Board of Commissioners, Commissioner Underhill thanked everyone
involved.

Regarding the Section 8 reorganization, Mr. Barrow advised that HUD has requested that
we increase the number of Section 8 vouchers that we issue, up to the 2,400 limit. Even though
the Section 8 Department has been pulling up to 50 applications per month, HUD wants us to
pull at least 500, and added that for every voucher we lease, we receive $80. Mr. Barrow added
that it would also be helpful to streamline the upper management positions in that department.
Currently, we have one (1) Director of Leased Housing and two (2) Assistant Directors. It would
be more conducive to eliminate one of those Assistant positions and replace it with the
Compliance Officer position that was discussed with the Board in 2019. The Compliance
Officer would assist Theresa Quental with the numerous appeal hearings, reasonable
accommodation requests and grievances, and also be able to assist senior staff from other
departments who have taken on a number of duties in addition to their regular duties. Once this
has been discussed with the Union, Mr. Barrow will bring it before the Board for approval of the
job description and in-house posting of the Compliance Officer position.

The last item is the Watuppa Heights litigation update. Chairwoman Sahady
recommended that pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 30A, section 21(a)(3) the Board go into Executive
Session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting

may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body and so
the chair declares.

At 5:53 p.m. a motion was made by Commissioner Tache, seconded by Commissioner
Burns, and carried by unanimous roll call vote to go into Executive Session to discuss the above
mentioned item. The Board will resume in Open Session following the Executive Session.

At 6:08 p.m. a motion was made by Commissioner Underhill, seconded by Commissioner
Bentley, and carried by unanimous roll call vote to go back into Open Session.

Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was VOTED: to adjourn. The meeting

adjourned at 6:10 p.m.
y [

Tirﬁothy S. Bafrow, Secretary
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